
Careers Workshop                                                                                                                            | Talks | Discussion | Q & A |
Are you interested in a career related to wildlife, conservation or nature? Join us for this event to find out how to pursue your
ideal job. Our panel have had successful careers in a wide variety of fields. They’ll be on hand to tell you about their
experiences, and give examples of the type of exciting job opportunities open to you. From chef to Birding and Science
Officer at the SOC, and water bailiff to the Head of Investigations at RSPB Scotland, the panel will discuss the different
pathways they’ve taken so far to get there. This event could be the start of your future – don’t miss out!
Your panel: Liza Cole, Director, In Our Nature Tour Company;  Mark Lewis, Birding & Science Officer, SOC;  Nina O’Hanlon, Research
Ecologist, BTO Scotland;  Gus Routledge, Ecologist;  Ian Thomson, Head of Investigations, RSPB Scotland.

The Gannet                                                                                                                                                                         | Talks | Q & A |
The Gannet is one of our most iconic seabirds, with over half the world's population breeding in Scotland. At this event, Marine
Engagement Officer, Charlotte Foster, will introduce us to the bird itself - its identification and lifestyle. St Abb's Head National
Nature Reserve Ranger Ciaran Hatsell will also tell us the intriguing story of the first ever Gannet chicks to fledge from the
reserve - a result of 'overspill' from the crowded Bass Rock. You'll hear from Maggie Sheddan, Bass Rock Guide and Caretaker
for almost 20 years, plus Jude Lane from the University of Leeds who tracks gannets using bio-loggers to reveal details about
adult foraging behaviour and juvenile dispersal. A truly terrific line-up celebrating one of our most magnificent species!
Your panel: Charlotte Foster, Marine Engagement Officer, Scottish Seabird Centre;  Ciaran Hatsell, Ranger, St Abb’s Head National
Nature Reserve;  Jude Lane, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Leeds;  Maggie Sheddan, Bass Rock Caretaker and Guide.

Seabird Identification                                                                                                                         | Interactive workshop |
Are you perplexed by petrels, stumped by shearwaters, or discombobulated by divers? You’re not alone – seabirds can be
difficult to identify. During this interactive workshop with the SOC’s Birding and Science Officer Mark Lewis, you’ll learn why
this is and develop a methodical approach to identifying seabirds, using examples of your own identification challenges. For
those keen to continue to develop their seabird knowledge, we’ll also take a look at opportunities for getting involved in
current UK seabird monitoring projects. 

Capturing the spirit of birds                                                                                                | Talks | Discussion | Q & A |
Watercolour, photography, film and song - Nature inspires artists to create magnificent works in all these media. At this event,
you’ll hear from three acclaimed creatives – wildlife artist Darren Woodhead, singer-songwriter Jenny Sturgeon and photog-
rapher and filmmaker Fergus Gill – about how birds and the natural world feature in their work. They’ll take you on a
fascinating journey through what inspires them, their career and history with birds and nature, and how they bring them to
life, whether through the lens, on paper or the written word. 

Writing about nature                                                                                                                    | Talks | Discussion | Q & A |
With a truly exciting and acclaimed panel, our writing about nature workshop is a can’t-miss event for any aspiring young
writers. Join award-winning 17-year-old author Dara McAnulty, acclaimed wildlife storyteller Lucy McRobert and BTO Media
Manager Paul Stancliffe to hone your writing skills so you can create excellent and engaging pieces of work about nature. Our
panel will also talk you through how to pursue a career in the field, how they got into it, and offer their top tips and advice.
Your panel: *Dara McAnulty, Naturalist, Writer & Environmental Campaigner;  Lucy McRobert, Communications & Marketing
Consultant. Storyteller, Nature Author & Environmental Journalist. Columnist, Birdwatch. Birder & Naturalist;  Paul Stancliffe, Media
Manager, BTO.   *Attendance to be confirmed

Bird songs and calls                                                                                                                                   | Interactive workshop |
This engaging and interactive event will help you to learn some of the more common bird songs and calls. It will be a great
introduction to the topic and will provide a framework on which to further develop your skills. Led by BTO Scotland’s
Development and Engagement Officer Steve Willis and Manager of Development and Engagement Ben Darvill, the workshop
is guaranteed to be memorable. You’ll be entertained and improve your knowledge in equal measure!
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Delivered on Zoom, attendees will enjoy a diverse programme of interactive online 
workshops and talks from some of Scotland’s top ornithologists, naturalists and creatives.
Programme contributors have kindly donated their time and expertise to helping inspire
the next generation of birdwatchers, recorders and conservationists, for which we are 
most grateful. For more information and to book your place, visit:
www.the-soc.org.uk/soc-bto-scotland-youth-events-programme

Events for young people in Scotland
The SOC and BTO Scotland are excited to launch a new series of free monthly events for people under 30
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