
 

Clyde branch outing to Culter Glen 

  23rd May 2026 (1000-1500) 

Weather: A sunny day, warming to 17 degrees, with mostly light winds. 

Leader: Scott Black  Participants: 22                       

  
As this trip was cancelled last year due to bad weather, it was great it could go ahead in good 
weather this year. There was a good turnout, with attendees bringing a range of experience. We all 
managed to squeeze into the parking area at the lower end of Culter Glen and were able to start 
birdwatching straight away.  Some were lucky enough to see a Pied Flycatcher from the bridge at 
Birthwood, and whilst more of us heard it, we vowed to have another search upon our return.  
Scanning the nearby field House Martins and Swallows were seen, with an Oystercatcher 
standing proud on a barn roof and a Stock Dove and Woodpigeons flying by. 
 
After leader Scott Black gave us an overview of what we hoped to see, we set off slowly up the 
glen. We checked the nearby fields in amongst the sheep and lambs, where Starling, Jackdaw 
and Carrion Crow were seen, along with some rabbits.  Looking at Culter Water again we got 
good views of a Grey Wagtail and an Oystercatcher pair.  Regularly stopping as we walked, we 
saw a Buzzard up above and Sand Martin flying around where some excavations on the side of 
the hill were taking place.  Occasionally both House Martin and Sand Martin were perched 
together, giving us a good opportunity to view the differences between the two species. 
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Checking back at the Culter Water we also saw Common Sandpiper along with more 
Oystercatcher.  In a small, wooded area Redstart could be heard but not seen.  Skylark could 
also be heard singing.  Looking along the line of fenceposts, we saw our first Whinchat and then 
further along a Reed Bunting.  Meadow Pipits could also be viewed nearby doing their 
‘parachuting’ display flight.  A Wheatear was seen on the hillside amongst the bracken.  Checking 
the Culter Water again two Dippers were seen, possibly one of them being a juvenile.  Pied 
Wagtail was also seen.   
 
We continued to walk up the Glen and saw a Stonechat on a fencepost this time and we had 
good views of a Stonechat pair perched on the heather too. A range of birds were seen in the sky 
along the ridge of the hills, including Kestrel, Buzzard and Raven.  A further unidentified raptor, 
possibly Sparrowhawk was seen but we were at a loss of what it was.  A Whinchat was seen 
singing at the top of a nearby tree, giving good views. A male Cuckoo could be heard but 
remained elusive. 
 

 
Group shot from the outing © Anna Whiteley 

 
Continuing down the glen past some farm buildings where there were more House Martins and 
Swallows, we came to the area where one of the star species we were hoping to see, the Ring 
Ouzel, has been seen in the past.  A brown hare was disturbed but no Ring Ouzel despite some 
serious searching.  Song Thrush could be heard near the houses, and Robin and two Dunnock 
were seen.  Leaving behind the kennels with the barking dogs, we made our way up towards the 
reservoir to have lunch.  
 
A quick scan before we sat down, Common Gulls were seen on the water and on the pier.  A 
number of the gulls had nests.  A Common Sandpiper was also seen at the water’s edge.  One of 
the group who had brought a telescope, saw a Black Grouse when scanning the heather on the 
far side but it was not seen again.  
 



 
Whinchat © Neil Davison 

 
 
Once we had replenished our energy levels we made our way back along the Glen.  Further 
searching for Ring Ouzel turned up nothing, although a couple of Goldfinches and Siskin were 
seen. Redpoll were heard too. 
 
A Mistle Thrush was seen on the hillside, and more Wheatear and another Grey Wagtail.  The 
Whinchat was still singing in the tree on the way back. Whinchat was also seen on the drystone 
dyke along with a busy Wren.  
 
Some of the group went ahead and were lucky enough to see a Cuckoo as we got nearer to the 
where we’d left the cars, whereas the rest of us could only hear it.  We made one last trip to 
Birthwood for the Pied Flycatcher, where we could see plenty of flies.  After a few minutes the 
Pied Flycatcher returned and was very obliging, sitting for a significant amount of time singing on 
a bare branch, allowing everyone to get some great views.  We all cheered and made our way 
home. 
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Report by Anna Whiteley 



 
Species seen - 41 
 
 

Black Grouse 

Pheasant 

Cuckoo 

Stock Dove 

Woodpigeon 

Oystercatcher 

Common Sandpiper 

Common Gull 

Buzzard 

Kestrel 

Jackdaw 

Carrion Crow 

Raven 

Great Tit 

Skylark (heard) 

Sand Martin 

Swallow 

House Martin 
Blackcap (heard) 
Wren 

Willow Warbler 

Nuthatch (heard) 

Starling 

Song Thrush 

Mistle Thrush 

Robin 

Pied Flycatcher 

Redstart (heard) 

Whinchat 

Stonechat 

Wheatear 

Dipper 

Dunnock 

Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 

Meadow Pipit 

Chaffinch 

Redpoll (heard) 

Goldfinch 

Siskin 

Reed Bunting 

 
 
 


