
 

Clyde branch outing to Hamiltonhill Claypits Local Nature Reserve 

14 December 2024 (1000-1300) 

Leader: David Mitchell 

Weather: Grey and overcast with very little wind. Temperature 4oC 

Participants: 14 (for five, it was their first SOC outing) 

We met at the end of Applecross Street, by the Forth and Clyde Canal on a cold and grey morning at 10am. Three of 
the regular volunteers from the reserve were also with us, so we were well served for local knowledge. The Claypits 
LNR is well served with wide, mainly tarmac paths running alongside the Forth and Clyde Canal, between the Firhill 
and Applecross basins. It was once an industrial hub linked to the canal and Glasgow’s history. It has grown, over 
many years, into a place for nature and wildlife to thrive. 
 

 

 
 

Outing group © Billy McKellar 
 

 

Allan started the bird list off with a Goosander that he saw just before he met up with the rest of us. Carrion Crow a 

lovely party of five Bullfinches, Mallard, and Moorhen were quickly added before we got to the viewpoint overlooking 

the small inlet. Both Water Rail and Kingfisher are frequently seen here and we were hoping to see them of course.  

We didn’t have long wait for the Water Rail but it only gave very fleeting views and not everyone saw it. Ten minutes 

later, a Kingfisher arrived. After sitting on the bushes briefly it turned and flew down the canal.   



A perched Grey Heron gave great views. Other species recorded from this viewpoint included Redwing, Fieldfare 

(both briefly), Blue Tit, Great Tit, more Bullfinch, Goldfinch, Siskin and Goldcrest. Mute Swan and Cormorant 

were seen on the canal. 

 
 

 
Moorhen © Billy McKellar 

 

 
Grey Heron © Billy McKellar 

 
 
We then made our way up to the top of the reserve to a fabulous view point overlooking Glasgow as well as getting 

glimpses of the site’s industrial past. We took a route back that passed the same inlet where we had spent quite a 

while earlier and this time, the Water Rail was seen well by all. 

Although we didn’t accumulate a long list of species, it was a very pleasant walk with good ‘banter’ and a good variety 

of species recorded.  

David Mitchell, December 2024 

 

No of species recorded: 27 (see list below) 

Mute Swan 
Mallard 
Goosander 
Cormorant 
Grey Heron 
Water Rail 
Moorhen 
Black-headed Gull 
Common Gull 

Woodpigeon 
Kingfisher 
Magpie 
Carrion Crow 
Raven 
Goldcrest 
Blue Tit 
Great Tit 
Wren 

Blackbird 
Fieldfare 
Song Thrush 
Redwing 
Robin 
Dunnock 
Bullfinch 
Goldfinch 
Siskin 

 
 
 
Other species recorded 
Roe Deer 
Grey Squirrel 
 


