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T area ineluded s conlined to o radius of three to four miles
from the town of Beith in Ayrshive,  The distriet is well
woodud, nod ineludes some high hills. The number of species
known to have occurved is 116G, and of this number 83, which are
distinguished by an asterisk, have hrod.

MisrneTowosn  (Purdus visetvorua),—A fairly  common
resident, bt we doonet think it has inereased any in the last
forty yeuwrs Toonatwmn small locks may e seen moving about,
The nest an generally built o trees, nt varying heights of from
threee to Torty feet Trom the ground, We have seen a nest in an
over grown whim bush, one on the ground, though there were
plenty of trees around, and one in a hedge. Nests are often
Found about the end of March, It begins to sing in January,
eontinuing Lill May, and somtimes June. It sings also occasion-
ally in the aatumn. 1o s our lowdest songster.  In the autumn of
1880 we snw o pure white one with red eyes. It returned in
the following spring, and proved to be a female. We found her
nest with four eggs. The young birds turned out quite normal.
The parent bird was not seen afver the autumn of 1890.

*Hong-Tunvsn (7. musicus).— Abundant. While most of our

Song-Thrushes leave us in winter, a few can always be seen in
G
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the hardest weather. The winter of 1878-79 was long and
severe, and their numbers in consequence greatly reduced, but
they recovered gradually again. Though well named the Song-
Thrush, it is more of an orator, pouring forth its notes sing] v. In
mild weather it begins to sing about the end of December, nnel
goes on to July. It sings also in autumn sometimes, and we
have known it occasionally to sing on the ground. Sometimes it
uses an old blackbird’s nest. We have known several nests partly
lined with withered grass, and have seen several nests on the
ground. Nests with eggs may be found in the third week in
March, and on to July. While four or five is the usual number
of eggs laid, we have seen a clutch of six and a nest with six
young.

Repwing (77 dliacus).—Abundant, arviving about the first
week in October, and continuing to arvive throughout the month.
It may be heard when dlying overhiend at night, and is more
nocturnal than the Fieldfare.  Most leavee by mid April.  They
warble in fine days in antumn and winter, and often sing on fine
days in April.  The song is not so conneeted ns that of the Song-
Thrush, which it somewhal reseinbles however.

Fienorare (7. piferis).— A common winter visitor, arriving
about the third week in October, and departing in April and
May. They come and go later than the Liedwing, In the last
two or three years they have not been so numerous with us as
formerly.  We have often heard them making a chattering noise
as if they were just going to sing. but we have never heard them
singing. They roost on trees and on the ground. especially on
the latter in stormy weather,

*Bracesigp (1. merwla)—Abundant. The blackhird has a
fine song, though we think it inferior to that of the Song-Thrush.
It is hardier than the lastnamed. Sometimes it rears two broods
in the same nest. The white and pied blackbirds we sometimes
meet with are almost invariably males. We have scen two
or three clutches of six eggs and one of seven. We =aw a
Blackbird sitting on a clutch of eggs on a bare stone wall where
the nest had been built.  The nest was Iying on the ground
about a yard from its original position.  No doubt the bird was
ready to lay when the nest was removed,
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*RiNG-OvzeL (7. torquatus).—Used to be fairly common, but
the last visit we paid to Kaim Dam, in Lochwinnoch Parish,
where we used to find nests many years ago, yielded neither bird
nor nest. It has a loud and clear song, but it is inferior to that
of the Song-Thrush or Blackbird.

*WHEATEAR (Saxicvla enanthe).—Generally arrives nbout the
end of March or the beginning of April, and departs in
September and October. Tt frequents the hilly and stony parts
of the parish, and a few pairs may be seen on the lower levels,
but it is getting searce here. It often builds in holes in the
the ground and in fissures of rocks, and if the hole is of
sufficient length to allow the bird to keep out of reach it will run
to the end of the hole and wait till all danger is past. Tt also
builds in dry stone dykes, &c., and will run for some distance in
the dyke before making its appearance in the open.

*Winxcnar (Pratincola rubetra).—Generally arrives about the
beginning of May, and departs in August and September. Tt
frequents the hilly parts of the parish as well as the more level
parts of the district, but it is getting scarcer in this locality.
[ts pretty song resembles the Whitethroat’s, but it varies in
individual birds.

*Sroxecuar (P. rubicola).—Rare. In 1901 we saw two nests
with eggs in the parish. Before and since then we saw several
pairs in the breeding season.

*Revstarr (Luticilia phenicurus).—Often seen in passage,
especinlly in autumn, usually young birds. The Redstart bas a
nice song resembling that of the Chaffinch, finishing with a few
warbling notes.  The call-notes resembles those of the Willow-
Wreen, We found o nest with seven yvoung in the parish,

“Revunessr (Lrithaeus  rubvenla)—Abundant.  This very
pugnacions bind seleets o pieee of ground from which it chases
any of its own species atltempting to eross the border line,  One
aseended three stairs ina tenement, amd took up its abode with
one of the writers, remaining for seven days.  We have seen a
pied Robin, and one with o white ring roumd its neck.  Among
curiosities in Robin's nests, we have scen one in a hedge, five feet
from the ground, one in a spruce fir, one in o wash-house, eight
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feet from the ground, and another in a flower-box. Twice wo
have seen clutches of white eggs. 1t sings in every month of the
year, and is most silent in July. We consider that it sings more
than any other bird.

*Wanrtetnnoar (Sylvia cinerea), — One of our commonest
migrants, arriving about the first or second week in May. It
frequents small plantations as well as the open country, and a
few pairs may be scen in the hilly parts of the Parish. We have
seen a eluteh of six cggs.  Mr. Kennedy, Beith, got a clutch of
white oggs of this species.  One of the writers and Mr A
Stewart saw o Whitethroat's nest built among  grass and
woven vound (wo grass stems, but the nest was principally
supported by the gruss, mud we have seen one sinee in a bramble
bush, woven vound two of the branches, but principally supported
by the bush,

*GARDEN-WARBLER  (Syleia  hortensix). Searce,  Generally
arrives about the sceond or third week in May. [t frequents
alens, woods, and enclosures, where there is plenty of cover, and
is very timid. Iv has a very fine song, and although it is
scarcely six inches in length the notes are almost as loud as a
Blackbird's.

*GOLDEN-CRESTED WREN (fReguins cristafus).—Common. It
frequents fir plantations, &e. We have found as many as ten
nests in one season. We have seen a nest two feet nine inches
from the ground, also one twenty-seven feet above the ground.
Curiously enough these two nests were in the sume plantation,
and in the same year, and they are respeetively the lowest and
highest of the species we have scen, the low one being also the
smallest clutch we have ever seen, there being only four eggs in
it. 'Till 1904 all the nests we found were in Sprace Firs, sinee
then we have found three in Yows and one in a Cypress,

*Ovrentary (Phylloscopus rufis), Rare,  We have heard it
on the 31st of March, but it gencrally arvives about the middle
of April.  The three nests we have seen were about a foot or two
from the ground.

WiLLow-Wrex (P. trochilus).— Abundant, arriving from 6th
April onwards. It is our commonest migrant, and may be heard
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pouring forth its nice swinging little song in every part of the
parish. We have seen a nest on the root of a fallen tree, and
another among Ivy, about three or four feet from the ground.

*Woon-WREN (2. sibilairiz).—Scarce, generally arriving about
the second week in May. It frequents glens and woods. We
have seen about a dozen nests.

*Seper-W ARBLER (dAcrocephalus phragmitis).—Plentiful.  This
migrant usuvally arrives about the beginning of May. It was
scarce about Beith in 1909, but there was a slight increase in 1910,
and a still greater increase in 1911, which has brought them
- up to about their normal number, but they are not so numerous
as they were thirty years ago. The mest is wenerally built
among herbage, about a foot or two from the ground. It is
sometimes suspended, and woven on three or four reed stems or
grass stems.  We have seen a reddish-coloured egyg of this specics.

*(GrassuoPPER-WARBLER ( Locustella nevia).—Generally arrives
about the beginning of May, but it has been decreasing here of
late years. In a plantation near Beith we found sixteen Grass-
hopper-Warblers’ nests, and we have found three elsewhere. We
have not found more than five nests in any onc year.

*Hepce-SPArrow (dccentor modularis)—Abundant.  They
generally move about in pairs. The nest is usually built a few feot
from the ground, but we saw one on a tree about twelve fect up.
We have also seen a nest in a wall.  As a rule a Robin chases
this species, but we bave, on several occasions, scen a lHedge-
Sparrow chasing a Robin.

*Dipper (Uinclus aguaticus).—Common. We have seen this
species hopping from braneh to branch on a tree like one of the
thrush tribe. It sings throughout the autumn and  winter
months and on till May, but it is oceasionally heard in summer
when the female is off the nest.  This is usually built at no great
height from the water, but we have seen two nests about thirty
feet above the water, and we have scen one in an old quarry
where there was stagnant water below,

Brrrisi Loxa-TaiLen Tirvouse (Aeredula rosea).—Uncommon.
Occasionally seen in smail partics in January and November,

*Grear Tirmouse (Parus major).— Not  uncommon. It
frequents woods, glens, &e. Its huglelike notes may be heard
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in the early days of January. This bird will kill a Kobin and
pick its brains out, and if half a dozen are kept in the same cage
they will figh till only one is left. One of the writers has seen
a nest of this species with nine eggs, in an iron pipe thirteen
inches below the surface of the ground.

*Coar-Trrsouse (Parus ater). — Common, frequenting fir
plantations, &e. The male feeds the female both on and oft the
nest. Of nine Coal-Tits' nests found in one season eight were in
holes in the ground and one in a dyke. Nine eggs is the most
common clutch in our experience, but we have seen & nest with
ten eggs.

*WiLLow-Trrsousg (2. atricapillus  kleinschmidti). — Not
common. It frequents fir plantations, hedges, &e. We walched
a pair making a hole in an old deeayed stump. The birds enrried
away the chips, but many chips fell to the ground at the foot of
the stump and were left there. A nest was built in the hole of
this stump.  We visited the nest pretty regularly for about four
months, but the female nover luid an egg.

Brok Tiesovse (I earwlons).— This active and lively bird
Frequents plantations, wooded parts, &e, 1 s a great aerobut.
and nests in holes in trees and in dykes,

Wik l_';";'n:;fmfyf.-w II“”}FHI'IHH', Clommnon, A |n"['|l|iul'it1|'
about this bird is that many nests made by the male bird are
left unfinished. The female seleets one and lines it with feathers.
We watched one of these nests, and it was six wecks before the
female laid an egg in it. The writer saw o Wren's nest in the
pocket of an old cont hanging from the branch of a tree. We
have scen a nest with young ones as late as 19th August.

*Trie-Creeper (Certhia familiaris).—Sparsely scattered over
the pavish, A few pairs have bred here and there, but the bird
is more frequently found in winter.

*Pigp WacTain (Motacilla Tugubris). — Fairly common in
summer, and a few may be scen in winter. It chases the Grey
Wagtail, and it often has a tussle with the White Wartail. We
have seen a Pied Wagtail's nest inside a Blackbind's.

Waite WacTair (M. alba).—Seen in spring aml antumn, less
frequently in the lattor. We saw a vasl Nock of this species
feeding in a ploughed field vne spring.
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*Grey Wacrain (M, melanope). — Not uncommon.  This
araceful and delicately-coloured  bird frequents quick-running
streams, &e.  Unlike the Yellow Wagtail, it seldom visits an
open field, We once saw a Grey Wagtail’s nest inside an old
Dipper's.  We have scen nests with egys of this species in the
first week of April.

#YgLrow Waarain (M. raii).—Abundant. This beautiful
summer visitor generally arrives about the middle of April.  Our
earliest date for its appearance is Tth April.  This was in 1894.
Tt is the commonest Wagtail we have in the breeding season.
The nest is sometimes built in a whin bush, or on the face
of a hill

*Puge-Pierr  (dnthus  (rivialis).—Fairly common, generally
arriving about the 23rd of April. 1t frequents plantations and
other suitable loealities.  Although  the Tree-Pipit is  well
adapted for perching on trees, it roosts on the ground. The
fight of this bird is undulating, resembling that of the Chaflinch.
The Might is a very important point in distinguishing a bird. A
side view is the best, as you ean see the shapo of the bird ; a
front view is the next hest, and a back view the worst.  The
nest is usually built in or near a wood.

*Meapow-Preir (4. pratensis),—Abundant,  This species may
be seen almost anywhere in the parish, and a few are present
with us even in the hardest weather. Sometimes the male feeds
the female when off the nest. The Meadow-Pipit sometimes
feeds the old Cuckoo. Four or five eggs are usually laid, but we
have seen clutches of six twice.

GreEaT GrEY SHRIKE (Lanius ercubilor)—A rare winter
visitor. One was shot in the neighbourhood in 1891.

*SporTED Frycarcuer (Musicapa grisole).— Fairly common.
This summer migrant generally arrives about the second week of
May. It frequents glens, wooded parts, &e., where there are
pienty of flies. 1t is o very quiet bird. The male sometimes
foeds the femule on the nest.  1n 1908 we saw a clutch of five
egs of a very pale blue colour without markings,

*Swarntow  (Hirundo rustica). — Arrives from Tth  April
onwards.  We have never seen it later than 156th October.
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There is a widespread belief that when Swallows are skimming
over ponds and dipping into the water they are washing them-
selves. They are really in pursuit of flies on the surface of the
water. If the female of this species loses its mate it soon finds
another. Two white Swallows have occurred here. Both were
killed with a sling. We saw one of them—a young bird. One
of the writers has seen a Swallow’s nest on the head of a brush.

*House-MarTIN (Chelidon wrbica) — This summer visitor
usually arrives about the beginning of May. It is scarce as a
breeding species, but large flocks may be seen in August and
September.  The year 1911 was a record one for Swallows and
House-Martins here. It was a remarkably fine summer, and
migrants lefv carlier in the autumn than usual that year.

*Sanp-Marnin (Cotile riparia).—Uenernlly arrives about the
middle of April. It is scarce as a breoding species, but large
flocks are often seen in spring and autumn, though the numbers
are less in the latter season.  Very few were scen in the spring
of 1911.

*GreeNreNen (Ligurinus chloris).—Abundant.  This species
may be scen nlmost anywhere.  Nests with eggs may be found
about the third week in April and on till the third week in
August, and young ones in the nest in the beginning of
September ; but many of these late nests are forsaken by the
parent birds. Like the Canaries they occur both yellow and
buff, and cinnamon specimens are sometimes met with, These,
as well as those of other species, are almost invariably females.
It was considered in Beith, about forty years’ ago, that all
cinnamon Canaries were females, but that is not the ease. It all
depends on how they are bred.

*GoLpriNen (Carduelis elegans).— Rare.  This species has
nested in the district, and a pair are occasionaily seen in the
parish.

*House-Sranrow (Passer domesticus).—Abundant. We saw
a House-Sparrow's nest in a Cypress tree which was only partly
domed, with two loles in it for the birds to enter and leave.
We believe we were the first to point out that the House-Sparrow
sometimes feeds its young ones in instalments, that is, it feeds
the same young one twice or three times, or different ones with
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the same mouthful of food. We lave seen white examples of
this species of both sexes. We have also seen several black
House-Sparrows.  One that was brought to us had a strong
smell of soot. Probably the bird had been roosting inside or
close to a chimney !

*Caarriven (Fringilla ewlebs).—Plentiful, This cheery song-
ster begins to sing nhout the end of January, and continues till
the beginning of July, but it occasionally sings in October. The
sexes separate in the winter, and they are principally males that
are seen here, but there is always a sprinkling of females. We
have seen eggs of a light-blue colour, with reddish spots at the
larger end, and light-blue eggs without markings, and eggs like
those of the Greenfinch.

*Bramprine (. montifringilla).—This beautiful winter visitor
has been seen in this district in small numbers. The song is
composed of a few notes which resemble those of the Chaflinch,
but it is not so good a songster as that bird, Tt has a shuffling
style of hopping like the Chaflineh.

*Lisxer (Linota cannabina).— Rare.  This species was fairly
common in this district about twenty-five years ago, since then
it has been gradually decreasing. A few may be scen oceasionally
in the autumn and winter months. It is about twenty-two years
since we saw a nest of this species. It is delightful to hear a
flock of these birds singing in concert. TFive or six eggs are
usually laid to the clutch.

Meavy Reppork (L. linaria)—Small flocks of this winter
visitor have been seen along with the Lesser Redpole in the
parish.  About a dozen were caught in the winter of 191011,
and one was caught seven yearsago. The call note of this species
15 louder and harsher than that of the Lesser Redpole.

Lesser Revvone (L, rufescens).—Fairly common, A few nests
of this lively little species are annually to be found in the parish,
and flocks of about two dozen are often seen in the autumn and
winter months.  One of the writers has kept soveral specimens
in confinement.  These canght and ate flies.

*Twirk (L. Aavirostris).—Scaree as a breeding species, but
flocks may be seen ilying about in the winter months. We found
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a nest with four voung ones. One of the writers took them and
put them under a Cenary which rearcd them successfuily.  They
were three males and one female. 1t was an early brood.  As
a general rule early broods are mostly males and late broods are
mostly females, The eggs vary in number from four to eight.

*Brnurisen (Pyrrhiwla cwropan)—Scarce, It has bred in
the neizhbourhood. FYour were eaught in the parish in April,
1911.  This species also catches flies and eats them in
confinement.

*Copn-Busxmixe (Emberiza miliaria). —Scarce as a breeding
species, but flocks are oceasionally seen in the autumn and winter
months.  We found a nest with four eggs. There was a hole in
the bottom of the nest which appeared to be made by the bird’s
bill to allow the water to run out of the nest.  In the breeding
season the birl often flies with its legs hanging as if broken. 1t
seems to be a breeding habit, as the bird does not do this in the
antumn and winter months.

*YeuLow DBestise (B citrinella). —Abundant.  There has
been much discussion as to the number of egos this species lavs
to the clutch.  Our experience is there are more threes than
fours, although four is quite a common number, but five is
unusual. The first nest we found with five was in 1897, one in
1900, and another in 1903, and Mr. R. Kennedy found one in
1906, three vears between cach of the nests. The male takes
part in incubation.

*REep-Bustine (£, scheniclus).—Plentiful. 'We have seen a
Reed-Bunting’s nest beneath a piece of old shoe. We also found
a nest with three eges.  One of the Eggslwas white, another was
the usual colour, but abnormally large, with a double volk, and
the third was of the usual size and colour. This nest was
suspended among reeds, but not interwoven in the stems. The
male takes part in incubation.

Sxow-Bustixe (Plecirophenax nivalis).—A winter visitor, but
very irregular in its appearance.

STARLING (Sturnug vulgaris).—Abundant. From the Western
Supplement, Beith, of 1st April, 1911, we take the following : —
“ An uld tree, considered a landmark, which reared itself aloft in
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a garden at the Horseshoe, has disappeared before the remorseless
advance of the builder. Tt is stated by the oldest residenters that
in its branches was reared the first brood of Starlings seen in
this parish, some seventy or cighty years ago. The Starling was
a rara avis in those days, and people congregated daily to watch
the strangers as they brought the young birds to maturity. The
nest was in a box in the veee, fivted up for their reception. How
the species has multiplied sinee then can be seen in late summer
by the myriads of birds which flock in different parts of the
district.” We knew of a Starling’s nest in a hole in the ground,
and also saw one on the ground which was covered by a box, the
birds entering and leaving the nest through a hole in the box,
We have seen one in a gas lamp, one in a coal bouse, several in
haystacks, and others on trees, open to the sky, like a Blackbird’s.
There is a breeding place about two miles from Beith, and every
time we visit the spot during the time the birds are rearing their
young there are about a dozen young birds, about half grown,
lying dead on the ground. We think there must be some disease
amonyg them. The nests are very close together. Sometimes
Starlings roost with Rooks, but the latter object Lo their
company. Probably they dislike the chattering noise of these
little fellows.  Some years ago a flock of Rooks were roosting at
the manse. The Starlings followed them several times from the
Manse wo  Morrishill, but the Rooks had to submit to the
inevitable and give up their roosting place.  White examples are
sometimes met with,  We saw one about Beith a Tow years ago,
and Mr. A, Stewart and one of the writers saw another white
one on Tth Uctober, 1911,

*Maceie (e rustica), - Fairly common, but i numbers
depend largely on gumckeepers.  Though the bird is cunning
enough to keep out of reach of the sportsman’s gun, when the
nesting  season comes round  gamekeepers soon  reduce their
numbers by shooting them on the pest or when rising from it.
The Magpie is an ornument to the landseape. A few years ago
a gentieman, who resided in Beith, while taking o walk, saw a
Pyet following n Skylark to its nest, which contained young ones.
The Magpie scized one of the young Larks in its beak and flew
away with iv.  The gentleman referved o followed the Pyet, and
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when he got near it, it dropped the young bird, but it bad nearly
all the feathers pulled out of iw victim.  In 1905 we saw a flock
of sixteen. The Magpie builds the largest domed nest we ave
acquainted with.

*JacKDAW (Corvus monedule).—Plentiful, but comparatively
scarce as a breeding species. We saw a curious coloured specimen
of this species with some white feathers in it, and it had pink
eyes.

Canntiox-Crow (C. corone).—Sparsely scattered over the parish.
Our experience is that from two to six “caws” are uttered by
this species, three being most frequent.

Hoonep Crow (C. cornix).—Oecasionally seen in the neigh-
bourhood.

*Rook (C. frugilegus),—Abundant. We have seen two nests
of this speeies built in a chimney, although there were plenty of
treos close by, One of the writers kept a young Rook for some
time in confinement for the purpose of testing whether the
fenthers at the base of the bill were worn off by the bird boring
in the ground for food, or whether it was the result of a moult,
but the bird was infested with vermin so it got 1ts liberty,  Our
opinion is that the feathers disappear at the moult not to
be resumed again.  Young birds may be scen in November with
the feathers at the base of the billy mul sometimes  later.
Jackdaws feed in similar places to the Rook, but they do not lose
the feathers at the base of the bill by boring in the ground for
food.  All the Rooks about this locality roost about “the Caldwell”
throughout the winter monthe.

SEv-Lark (dlonde areensis).— Plentiful in summer.  In winter
large flocks are often scen.  The song of this bird is eminently
harmonious, It sings from February to July, resuming for a
short time at the end of September or in October. We timed
one which sang for forty-two minutes before alighting. We have
also heard several singing for thirty minutes, but from ten to
fiftcen minutes is the usual time. We can tell whether the bird
is ascending or descending without looking at it by the different
stylo of the song. The Sky-Lark often perches on the top of a
whin hush or a hedge, and sometimes on young trees, but it
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seldom perches on a tree of any great height. We saw one
perched on a tree about fifteen feet high, and one on a tree about
twenty feet high, and it even perches on the ridging of a house
when its young ones are in a cage hung on the side of a wall.
There has been much discussion as to the number of eggs this
apecies lays to the clutch. Our experience is there are more
fours than threes, although three is quite a common number, but
five is unusual. We have seen two nests on the roadside, one in
a young plantation, aud two under a whin-bush.

*Swirr (Cypselus apus). — Not uncommon.  This summer
visitor generally arrives about the first week in May. The
majority take their departure about the middle of August, but
we have scen them in September. They spend most of their time
wheeling through the air eatching flies. They are almost tireless
on the wing, and we have never scen them perched.  Owing to
their long wings and short legs they ean hardly rise from a {lat
surface.  We experimented with four birds hut three of them
failed to rise, as they always closed their wings when attempting
to rise. The other one kept its wings spread outl and gradually
rose up.

KixcrisaEr (dlecedo ispida).—Scarce. We have seen two
nests in the district. One that we saw fishing drew the captured
fish through its bill crosswise, from head to tail and from tail to
head, as if breaking its bones before swallowing it.

Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus).—Not uncommon. In 1839 we
madle our first experiment with a young Cuckoo about three days
old, by putting in a House-Sparrow’s egg into a Meadow-Pipit’s
nest, when the young Cuckoo, while still blind, heisted the egg
on its baek and climbed up the side of the nest backwards and
theew it out.  Ten years later we got Mr. Peat Millar, Beith, to
take n sories of snap-shots of a young Cuckoo. while still blind,
ojecting n young bird from the nest. These we believe to have
been the first photographic records of this curious faet taken in
this country.

Banx-Owr (Striz flammrea). —Scarce.  Mr. A. Stewart and one
of the writers saw a cluteh of six Barn-Owls in a dovecote in the
district.  Three were larger than the others and left the nest
earlier,
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*LoNg-EAReED OwL (Asio olus).—Fairly common, nesting in
many of the fir plantations in the parish. We bave never seen
it flying from one plantation to another in broad daylight,
although often te be seen moving about in a plantation with
other birds in pursuit.

*TawNy OwL (Syrninm aluco),—Searce. This species has nested
in the parish and neighbourhood.  We saw a pair that came down
the chimney of a cottar’s house on Millbank Farm, in Lochwinnoch
Parish, during the severe winter of 1894-3, and were promptly
killed by the inmates, but not before they had destroyed some
stulfed birds that were in the room, pouncing on them, and
tearing them to pieces, doubtless thinking they were 'flesh and
blood. They must have been greatly surprised when they founa
nothing but feathers and wool. This proves that birds of prey
find their food by sight, not by smell, as some people think. The
intruders now fiil the places of the birds then destroyed, and were
set up by the local taxidermist at Lochwinnoch.

*Srarrow-Hawg (Accipter nisus).—Searce. It nests in small
numbers in different parts of the parish. We have svcen eggs of
this species resembling those of the Partridge in colour,

Merux (Falfeo wsafon).—Rare. A young bird in brown
plumage was shot in 1910,

*Kestren (F. tinnuneulus).—Searce in the breeding season,
more frequent in winter,  One flew through an open window in
a house in Beith and attempted to seize a canary in a cage, It
was captured.  We have seen this species pursuing o Blackbird
and a Skylark. but it had to give up the ehase,

CormMonrAsT ( Phalacrocorar earbo). —One was shot in one of the
Beith Reservoirs, and il is sometimes geen in Kilbirnie Loch.

Coumon lerox (Ardewe cinerea).— Not common.

Gurey Gresk (Spp. /).—Grey Geese have been seen oceasionally,
but have not been specifically identified.

*CaNADA GoosE (dnser canadensis).—This species is common
in the neighbourhood, and has bred in the parish.

FMure Swan (Cyynus olor).—Sometimes met with in the
parish, and breeds in the neighbourhood, but in considerably
reduced numbers,
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*Mavrtarp (dnas boscas).—A few pairs breed in the parish
and their numbers are augmented in the winter. One of the
writers saw a white specimen which he took to be a female of
this species. It was shot when flying along with some other
Ducks, and the same writer saw another white specimen alive
(male) about the same place, in 1912, There were seven white
ones caught when young, but six of these died or disappeared.
The Mother was also white.

*Tear (Nettion erecea)—Not uncommon. A few pairs breed
in the parish.

WiGeoN (Mareca penelope).—Common from autumn to spring.

Pocuarp (Fuligula ferina)—Not so common. Occurring
sometimes till May.

*Turrep Duck (F. cristata)—Common. This species has
bred in the district and has increased of late years here.

Scaver Duck (/. marila )—Sometimes seen.

GoLpeNeYE (Clangula glaucion). — Is met with in small
numbers in winter.

GoosaNpEr (Mergus merganser .—Frequently seen in winter
in small numbers.

Srock-Dove (Columba @nas)—One was shot on 8th April,
1907, at Hessilhead Castle.

*RiNepove (Columba palumbus ).—Common.  Builds in most
of our fir plantations. We found a nest of this species with four
eggs.  Probably two females had laid in the same nest.  There
secmed to be o struggle for possession of the nest, for the next
time we visited it some of the eggs were lying broken at the
foot of the tree.

*Brack Grovse (Tetrao tetriz).— Not uncommon, and breeds
in Kilbirnie and Lochwinnoch Parishes.

*Reo Grousk ( Layopus scoticus).— Plentiful.

FPurasanv (Phasianus colehiens).—Common., We have found
nests in the hilly parts of the parish where we hardly expected
to find them,

*Common Parrrivoe ( Perdix cinerea). —Plentiful. We found
a Partridge’s nest with two Pheasant’s eggs in it.
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%*CorNCRAKE (Crex pratensis).—Common. This summer visitor
generally arrives here about the last week in April. We have
seen a Cornerake perched on the top of a hedge uttering its well-
known note. The eggs vary in number from seven to eleven,
sometimes more, but nine and ten are the most common clutches.
We have seen a Cornerake’s nest with nineteen eggs at the back
of a farm-house among nettles; probably two females had laid
in this nest.

BaiLLon’s Crake (Porzana bailloni).—One was got in May,
1893, which had been killed by coming in contact with the
telegraph wires,

*Warer-Rain (Rallus aguaticus).—Not common, but occasion-
ally seen and has bred in the district,

*Moor-Hexs (Gallinula chloropus).—Plentiful.
*Coor ( Fulica atra).—Common.

Rinaen Proven ((Fgialitis hiaticola).—Sometimes seen by the
side of the Beith Reservoir and Kilbirnie Loch in spring and
aubummn,

*(orpeN Prover (Charadrius pluvialis),—This species has
bred in the parish. [t may be seen feeding in grass fields,
especinlly where horses are grazing, and moving about in flocks
of twenty to fifty or more in open weather from antumn to
spring.

*Larwing  (Vanelluy  vudgaris).—Alnndant.  The  Peewit
beging to lny about the last week in March. The eggs are
usunlly four in number, but we have seen clutches of three and
five. We have taken fresh eggs on 13th June. The well-
known notes of the Lapwing may be heard about the beginning
of March. They appear to us to resemble * Willopo weep, weep-
woep.” The bird always turns on its side before uttering the
last note. These notes proceed from the male only, and while the
bird is on the wing. They are never uttered while the bird is on
the ground, at least that is our experience. The male may be
distinguished from the female, even at a considerable distance,
by its darker upper parts, and it rises with a heavier flap.
These distinctions only refer to the breeding season. We have
seen o Lapwing (&) with a good deal of white on its wings, and
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Mr. A. Stewart and one of the writers saw one which resembled
a mottled pigeon. A flock of Lapwings may be distinguished on
a clear day at n distance of balf a-mile or more with the naked
eye by their formation. They stay here throughout the winter
if the weather be mild and open, but if a long spell of hard frost
sots in thoy migrale further south.

Ovsren-Uarenen  (MHeemalopus  ostralegus).—Somotimes seen
moving abouly nlso somevimes heard passing overhead at night.

*Wooncook (Seolopax rusticula).—Not common,  Seen more
froquently in the wintor months, We found a nest with five
eggs in Lho plantation wa eall the “Strip,” and another was seen
in Brownmuir Wood.,  Also breeds in Calder Glen, Lochwinnoch.

*Common Sniek (Gallinago celestis).—Plentiful. We have
seen Lhin wpecies perched on a erossbar which supports the
telegraph wivew. The Snipe sometimes produces the Dbleating
sonnd and he *Chipy chip” note at the smme time.  The latter
i peoduesd by the voenl organs, which proves that the drumming
sound i not produced by the voeal organs, as some people think,
This specien b heon seen feeding its young,

Jacw Bnoee (7 galfinala), —Some visit us in the winter,

YDuosean (Privge alpina). A Tew pairs breed annuoally in the
parighi.  SHmadl ocks of from four Lo cight nree often seen in the
spring, and winglo bivds aree ocensionally mot with in the winter,
The wreilers have seen the Phanlin following the Golden Plover.

Comson Sanvereen ( Totannns hypolevens).— Plentiful, generally
wrriving abont the middle of April. We have seen several nests
of thin specien in plantations, 1L beging to lay aboul the middle
of May. v often vises ol the nest, and moves away very
quiclly,

YComseon Reositane (7 calidris),.—Common.  This species has
imereased of late years here, 16 usually lnys four eggs to the
elutel, bul somotimes five aro found.

ConkeNsSUANK (T, canescens), Sometimes seen in the neighbour-
hood,  One year it wis seen at the Koaim Dam, Lochwinnoeh, in
in the breeding senson,

*Conrew { Numenins erquate),—Iairly common.  This species
breeds annually in the parish,  [L is often heard in March

i
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passing overhead at night. The male either takes part in
incubation or the female whistles as well as the male, as we
flushed a bird from the nest which whistled like the male,

WaimereL (N. pheopus).—Occasionally seen and heard during
the autumn migration.

Comuox Trrx (Sterna fluviatilis).—This species is often seen
flying about the Beith Reservoirs in the summer months, but
there is no evidence thut it has ever bred in the district,

Bracr-Heapep Gurn (Larus ridibundus).—Fairly common.
There was formerly o colony at Bareranig Meadows, but they have
since left that locality.

Coumox GuLL (L. canus).—This species is sometimes met with
in the parish.

Herrine-Gunl (L. argentatus).—Common. Often seen in
tlocks in winter, and a few may be scen in summer.

Lessern PBrack-nackren Gur (L. fusens).—Not common, Is
frequently seen in small numbers from about the end of Marceh
till Heptember, and sometimes Iater. 16 is much less numerous
than the Herring-Gull,

Krrriwake Guin (Risse tridactyle).—One was found dead in
September, 1909, near Kilbirnie Loch.

PurriN (Fratercula arctica).—One seen by us flying over
Kilbirnie Loch.

LrrrLe GrEBE {lodicipes fluviatilis).—Fairly common. The
nest is sometimes built on the ground, and the young ones arc fed
by the parent birds for a month or more after the young ones
leave the nest.

Sronm-PerReL (Procellerica pelagica).—Two were leard at
night at Powgree Burn in 1889, and one was seen a few duys
afterwards at the same burn. The call note of this species is
quite different from that of the Fork-tailed Petrel, as we heard
the call notes of both species.

Forx-raien Perren  (Oceanodroma leucorrhoa).—One was
picked up exhausted in a field near Beith, on 20th September,
1899, and we have seen other two in the distriet.



