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Clyde branch outing to Balgray Reservoir
8" November 2025 (0930-1300)

Weather: 7-8 degrees, grey, overcast conditions with some rain and drizzle.
Leader: John Sweeney Participants: 12

We assembled at the meeting point amidst all the construction work that is ongoing in the Balgray area.
Once complete, there will be a new railway station, improved access and a Dams to Darnley visitor centre.

After introductions, and an overview from outing leader, John Sweeney, of what we were expecting to see
(perhaps as many as 50 species!), we began the outing taking a path clockwise around the reservoir and
started recording species like Robin, Magpie and Chaffinch. We stopped for good views of Reed Bunting
and also ticked off a noisy Wren.

John explained that with all the construction work the water level was much lower than some would have
been used to on previous visits — with the water being kept low to protect the construction site.
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We stopped and used our binoculars and telescopes to watch the first area of water we came to and saw a
Moorhen, Mallard, Canada Geese, Herring Gull, Cormorant, a nice flock of Lapwing and some distant
Jackdaw. One of the group picked up what was initially thought to be a skein of geese heading towards us,
but once they came closer and we could hear them, it was clear these were Whooper Swans and we
counted 28, including one with a strongly kinked neck. They did a u-turn above us and everyone got good
views. Unfortunately, they didn’t land on the reservoir in front of us and instead moved on.

We moved round to another vantage point and watched more wildfowl on the reservoir including Wigeon,
Teal, Goldeneye, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull. There was a Grey
Heron too and two Great Crested Grebes, one being a first year still with its distinctive ‘humbug’ stripey
head.

Flocks of small passerines were seen too with a flock of Goldfinch going overhead, and a Redpoll was
heard before a group of a dozen Meadow Pipits landed infront of us and gave good views as they fed.
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John then led the group on to a lower path going anti-clockwise now and we went in search of Jack Snipe.
A small number had been flushed on previous visits and the group waited while John searched the site.
Jack Snipe rely almost entirely on camouflage, hoping that humans won’t spot them. They will sit tight in
dense, wet vegetation and allow people to walk extremely close before, at the last minute, flushing, often
flying up silently, and less erratically than their larger relations, before dropping back into cover a short
distance away. Unfortunately, today was not to be our day and we didn’t find any Jack Snipe.

We did see a few small groups of (Common) Snipe though and as we continued walking we had views of a
Stonechat pair too.
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As we returned to the main path we started to see more species in the trees alongside the path — including
good numbers of Bullfinch, occasionally making their quiet, fluting “pew” call. We saw a Sparrowhawk
speed past, no doubt fully aware of the number of passerines that were in the area and hoping for some
lunch. Some of the group heard a Water Rail too as they walked along the path.

Further round we had good views of Redwing and Fieldfare which were numerous and had sightings of
other thrushes too with Mistle and Song Thrush as well as a few Blackbirds. There were also some
Greenfinch and Starlings in the trees.

Looking towards the deeper part of the reservoir towards the end of the path gave us a Little Grebe,
Tufted Duck and Coot. Both Pied and Grey Wagtail were seen too as we got to species no. 50 and
beyond!

Some of the group visited other reservoirs in the Dams to Darnley Country Park, with a visit to Waulkmill
Reservoir a draw for a few to check on the immature Long-tailed Duck that had been found there during
the week. We were in luck and had good views as it dived for food under the water.

As the group dispersed, they all thanked John for his time, his knowledge and for showing us around his
patch.

Kevin McCormick, December 2025

No of bird species recorded: 55

Canada Goose Lapwing Blackbird
Greylag goose Snipe Fieldfare
Pink-footed Goose Black-headed Gull Redwing
Mute Swan Common Gull Song Thrush
Whooper Swan Herring Gull Mistle Thrush
Wigeon Lesser Black-backed Gull Robin
Mallard Cormorant Stonechat
Teal Grey Heron Dunnock
Tufted Duck Sparrowhawk Grey Wagtail
Long-tailed Duck Buzzard Pied Wagtail
Goldeneye Magpie Meadow Pipit
Goosander Jackdaw Chaffinch
Feral Pigeon Carrion Crow Bullfinch
Woodpigeon Blue Tit Greenfinch
Water Rail Great Tit Redpoll
Moorhen Skylark Goldfinch
Coot Goldcrest Reed Bunting
Little Grebe Wren

Great Crested Grebe

Starling



