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Clyde branch outing to Ardmore Point
26 October 2024 (1000-1400)

Leader: Sandy McNeil
Weather: Cloudy with some sun & occasional light rain showers. Temp 12-14°C. Moderate Breeze SSW
With a good turnout of folk for this month’s outing we set off just after 10am, and decided to look at

the north bay first as the tide was just starting to drop. As the tide drops it exposes lots of muddy
shore for the waders and other shorebirds to feed in.
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We had a bonus almost immediately, with the arrival of 12 Whooper Swans, pitching into the north
bay briefly, before flying off south east. Six of the flock were juveniles, perhaps indicating a good
breeding season in Iceland. Also present in the bay were 7 Little Egrets, with another 4 noted
flying over. These birds are becoming ever more frequent in the Clyde estuary, hinting at possible
future colonisation in the local area.



A good variety of waders were also present, single Bar-tailed Godwit and Knot were found in
amongst the more numerous Oystercatchers and over 100 Curlews.

A nice selection of ducks were feeding along the tidal edge, with good numbers of Shelduck,
Wigeon and Teal, and a small group of Goldeneye further out in the bay. We also admired the new
benches at Ardmore that have recently been installed by SOC Clyde Branch.
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One of the new benches at Ardmore © Ania Owsiank

We then started to walk around to the point, soon finding a pair of Stonechat which was a nice
surprise. Scanning from the north west corner of the point soon revealed several Slavonian
Grebes and a small gathering of Great Crested Grebes

Stonechat © David Palmar



Curlew ©David Palmar .

At the point, several winter plumaged Red-throated Divers were also found, along with a single
Black Guillemot.

As we continued walking further around the south side the star bird was picked up: a stunning
Great Northern Diver still mostly in breeding plumage!

As we got back to the car park, we agreed that altogether this had been a good outing with a total
of 51 species seen.

Sandy McNeil



Species list (51 recorded).

Whooper Swan
Canada Goose
Greylag Goose
Mallard

Shelduck

Wigeon

Teal

Goldeneye
Red-breasted Merganser
Eider

Great Northern Diver
Red-throated Diver
Slavonian Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Shag

Cormorant

Little Egret

Grey Heron

Buzzard

Oystercatcher
Bar-tailed Godwit
Curlew

Knot

Redshank

Lapwing

Black-headed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Common Gull

Herring Gull

Black Guillemot

Wood Pigeon

Pied Wagtail

Meadow Pipit
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Skylark
Starling
Magpie
Raven
Carrion Crow
Jay

Jackdaw
Wren

Robin

Blue Tit
Blackbird
Stonechat
Greenfinch
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
House Sparrow
Reed Bunting



